Animal Farm Allegory Tracking Chart

	Historical
	Allegorical

	1848: Karl Marx publishes the Communist Manifesto

1890s: Lenin preaches: Marxism in St. Petersburg

Early 1900s: followers of Marx/ Lenin dream/talk/plan an overthrow of the Czar’s government

Communist party members rally with “L’Internationale,” which opens with the words “Arise, the wretched of the earth.” This will later be the Soviet nat’l anthem.

1914: disastrous military defeat exposes incompetence of Russian gov’t.

March, 1917: food shortages lead to street protest, which gov’t soldiers ignore. Czar flees, transferring power to a provisional gov’t. 

Trotsky (2nd in command to Lenin) organizes and prepares the Red Army


Nov, 1917: Led by V. Lenin, well- prepared Bolsheviks seize power from the provisional gov’t and establish a “proletarian dictatorship.”

Communist principals discourage/ forbid the practice of religion.

1918-91: Communist party newspaper, Pravada (which ironically means “truth”), promotes distorted news stories and “facts” supporting the party. 

1920-40: 50 million Russian peasants/workers taught to read thru literacy campaigns. 

1924: Lenin dies. Stalin- who dislikes Trotsky- assumes leadership of Party. Stalin & Trotsky represent opposite directions for communism.

Some Russians oppose new “reforms” and flee abroad.

1929: Trotsky exiled (ends up in Mexico, where he is executed in 1940)

Stalin becomes dictator.

Stalin announced the first of his “Five Year Plans” for economic reform.
	
Conditions in Russian worsen; peasants/ workers make additional sacrifices to meet demands of 5- year plans.

1935: Stalin begins purge (cleaning out) of Comm Party members so only most loyal remain (no threats to power).

1938: Stalin authors an “official history” of Comm Party in which he greatly expands his role on the revolution.
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