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Comprehension and Deep Thought!

You’ll need to answer the following questions in complete sentences.   Be thorough; think deeply!  Prepare to share, defend, and discuss answers.  Questions are divided two chapters at a time.  
Ch.1 and 2 due for turn in and discussion: ____________    /10
1. In your opinion, what type of government does Animalism fall under (communism, fascism, absolute monarchy, socialism, constitutional monarchy, democracy)?  Defend your claim with at least two pieces of evidence from chapters 1 and 2 (2 pts):

2. 
 a) Speculate what might have happened to the milk--  who took it? Why do you think so?  (2pt):

 b) What might your speculations foreshadow (1 pt)?:
3. a)  What effect does the taste of power seem to have on the pigs?  (1 pt)
b) How does power tend to change those who have it? (1 pt)
c)  Think of an example from history or your own life where an abuse of power has occurred.  How was this abuse similar to the way the pigs are abusing power in Animal Farm?  How was it different?    Explain (3 pts):

Ch. 3 and 4 due for turn in and discussion_____________    /10
1. a) Compare what Napoleon does with the puppies to what Mr. Jones did with Clover’s foals.  Review Major’s speech if needed.  After you explain your comparison, answer this: If he were still alive, what would Major, the founder of Animalism, have to say about this? Explain (3 pts):

b) Predict how Napoleon might use the puppies to promote his future interests as leader (1 pt):

2. Think about how the pigs gain the rights to the cow’s milk and why the other animals allow this to occur.  What methods do people use for persuading others to follow particular rules or behaviors? (2  pts)
3. At the end of Chapter 4, Snowball and Boxer are awarded medals.  Take a moment and contemplate: What effect does praise and recognition have on individuals?  How might the effect of praise promote the pigs’ ideas about leadership on Animal Farm? (2 pts):

4. While addressing a serious topic on one level, the plot of Animal Farm, when taken literally, is also very funny.  Identify a couple of passages and/or scenes from the first four chapters that could be found amusing. (2 pts):
Ch. 5 and 6 due for turn in and discussion __________________    /12
1.  At this point in the novel, what system of government does Napoleon seem to be creating on Animal Farm? Look to your chart on first page.  Defend your claim with two pieces of evidence (2 pts):
2.  Now that you’ve read further, what has Napoleon done with the puppies (now dogs)? Was your prediction correct (1 pt)?
3.  Speculate why Napoleon has done this to the dogs; what future purpose might it serve? (1 pt):
4. How have the original foundations of Major’s “Animalism” been violated in the novel thus far? Refer back to Major’s speech in Chapter 1 and/or quote commandments-  three examples, please (3 pts):
5. How does Napoleon use the animals’ illiteracy in his favor?  How is knowledge power? (2 pts):
6. Whose fault is it that the revolution develops into tyranny?  Are the animals responsible for their condition, or are they innocent victims? (3 pts)
Ch. 7 and 8 due for turn in and discussion ___________________    /16
1. Napoleon is now the dictator of Animal Farm.  Speculate why you think he is using Squealer as his voice; how does this benefit him? (BESIDES THE FACT THAT SQUEALER HAS BEEN LABELED AS A PERSUASIVE SPEAKER) (2 pts):

2. Describe the “hen rebellion.”  Why and how did the hens rebel?  How were they stopped? (3 pts):
3. How does Napoleon use the concept of scapegoating in his favor?  Give at least one specific example; feel free to quote the novel! (1 pt)
4. Describe two specific examples of how Napoleon uses propaganda to influence the animals (2 pts):
5. Why do the executions take place?  What message do these events send to the animals about their role in a future society? (2 pts):
6. In Chapter 7, Napoleon abolishes the theme song Beasts of England.  Why?  What threat does the old song pose to Napoleon?  Go back and read the lyrics again before you answer this question.  Quote lyrics in your answer! (3 pts):
7. How does Orwell compare Animal Farm under Napoleon’s leadership to its exploited state under Farmer Jones’ rule?  What attitude about totalitarian government do you think Orwell conveys? (3 pts)

Ch. 9 and 10 due for turn in and discussion ________________     /17
1. In Chapter 9, Animal Farm is declared a Republic.  What’s a republic?  What’s ironic about the declaration?  (2 pts):


a. Republic definition: 


b. Irony in declaring Animal Farm a republic?
2. What advantage can Napoleon gain by educating the piglets himself?  AND why do you think he discourages them from playing with the other animals (2 pts)?
3. “All Animals are equal, but some are more equal than others.”  Is this statement true?  Do you think it’s fair that those who are smarter have more influence on decision making?  State and defend your position (it might help to think about how decisions are made in your community, state, country, school etc….) (2 pts) 

4. What was Boxer promised upon his retirement and how was he betrayed?  Explain, and then criticize Napoleon’s choice: (2 pts):

5. Draw a picture of Napoleon violating at least three of the original commandments (pg 19).  Label your picture with the commandments violated: (3 pts)
6. Read the last sentence of Animal Farm.  Read it again.  And again.  Based on this final sentence, what theme do you think the author is trying to send about the novel as a whole or about human nature? (1 pt): 
7. Refer back to the five stages of revolution at the start of this packet.  Explain how the stages on the left were illustrated in the novel; your explanation will OBVIOUSLY appear in the right-hand column (5 pts)
	preliminary unrest
	

	defection of the intellectuals
	

	time of experimentation
	

	reign of terror
	

	new system
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Bacon, sausage, pork, ham…what a lucky pig I am!








