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“A Modest Proposal” Jonathan Swift

1. What is the “melancholy object” the narrator identifies?  In whose opinion is it melancholy?

2. Tone is the attitude shown in writing. Describe the tone of the paragraph beginning “As to my own part, having turned my thoughts . . .”?  What specific words/phrases contribute to this tone?

3. What is the point of all the numbers in “The number of souls in Ireland . . .”?  What is the narrator setting up?
4. What’s the solution the narrator offers?

5. For what 2 reasons does the narrator object to hunting as a solution? Explain the point about cruelty.  Why is this included?

6. Why doesn’t the narrator feel it’s important to “ease the nation” of the aged poor and the younger laborers? Give brief explanations.

7. Reread the paragraph beginning “I can think of no one objection . . . .”  What is the purpose of this paragraph? Why is it ironic?

8. Are Swift’s views the same as the narrator?  Explain with support.

9. Is the proposal sincere or a satire?  Support your answer.

10. Which aspect of satire does Swift use most prominently? (Exaggeration, Incongruity, Reversal, Parody) Explain with support. 

